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STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


HELENA.  MONTANA  59620 


August  18,  1983 


RE:  Preliminary  Environmental  REview 

Custer  County  Landfill 


Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Custer  County  Courthouse,  Miles  City,  MT  59301 
Ron  Zabrocki,  R.S.,  Courthouse,  Miles  City,  MT  59301 

Richard  W.  Jones,  City-County  Planner,  Courthouse,  Miles  City,  MT  59301 
Bryan  Engineering,  P.0.  Box  1027,  Miles  City,  MT  59301 
George  Kurkowski,  Mayor,  Drawer  910,  Miles  City,  MT  59301 

Patricia  J.  Howe,  Land  Administration  Division,  Dept,  of  State  Lands,  1625  11th 
Avenue,  Helena,  MT  59620 

Warren  Norton,  Air  Quality  Bureau,  Dept,  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences 
Tom  Ellerhoff,  Dept,  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 
Montana  State  Library,  Helena 
EQC,  Capitol,  Helena 

Western  Area  Power  Administration,  Carbon  Hill  Road,  Miles  City,  MT  59301 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the  following 
Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning|_the  Custer  County  Landfill. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform  all 
interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of  the  proposed 
action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have  a significant  effect 
on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated 
for  a period  of  fifteen  (15)  days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to 
our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within  the 
allotted  time. 


STATE  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 

AUG  3 1 1983 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
1515  E.  6th  AVE. 

jg  HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 

Enclosures 


Sincerely, 


James  E.  Leiter 

Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

'0136)449-2408 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


' 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59620 
(406)  449-2821 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Division/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  Proposed  Custer  County  Landfill 

Description  of  Project  The  Custer  County  Board  of  Commissioners  recently  created 
a refuse  disposal  district  with  the  express  intent  of  funding  operation  of  a county 
landfill  site  approximately  two  miles  east  of  Miles  City  in  the  NE1/4  of  Section  36, 
Township  8 North,  Range  47  East.  The  landfill  will  replace  the  current  Miles  City 
landfill  which  is  near  capacity.  An  application  for  licensing  has  been  submitted  to 
the  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau  for  processing.  Copies  of  the  application  may  be 
obtained  from  and  are  available  for  inspection  at  the  office  of  the  Custer  County 
Sanitarian  and  at  this  office. 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  Montana  Department  of  State  Lands,  Custer 
County  Health  Department 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  No  EIS  necessary 


PER  Prepared  by: 

Date:  August  18,  1933 
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Proposed  Custer  County  Landfill 


The  proposed  landfill  consists  of  approximately  forty  acres  located 
approximately  two  miles  east  of  Miles  City  at  the  end  of  Leighton 
Boulevard.  The  state-owned  parcel  is  currently  leased  to  Jack  P.  McDaniel 
as  grazing  land,  under  supervision  by  the  Montana  Department  of  State 
Lands . 

Custer  County  proposes  to  develop  the  site  in  four  phases,  consisting 
of  approximately  ten  acres  in  each  phase,  and  intends  to  complete 
landfilling  in  each  phase  before  proceeding  to  the  next  ten  acre  parcel. 

Bryan  Engineering,  P.0.  Box  1027,  Miles  City,  MT  59301,  has  prepared 
the  license  application,  fill  plan  and  associated  survey  records,  drainage 
plans,  etc.  The  county  currently  intends  to  bid  the  operation  of  the 
landfill  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder.  The  landfill  will  be  licensed 
under  authority  of  MCA  75-10-201  through  233,  the  Montana  Solid  Waste 
Management  Act  and  the  operation  will  be  regulated  by  the  Solid  Waste 
Management  Bureau  and  the  Custer  County  sanitarian  in  accordance  with 
Sections  16.14.501  through  16.14.608  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana. 

The  new  landfill  is  proposed  to  replace  the  existing  Miles  City 
landfill  which  is  very  near  capacity  and  cannot  be  expanded  due  to 
proximity  of  the  airport. 

Comments  below  will  attempt  to  address  potential  environmental  and 
health  impacts: 


Potential  Impact  on  Physical  Environment 


1.  Terrestrial  and  aquatic  life  and  habitats 

Sanitary  landfilling  could  displace  small  numbers  of  small  insect  and 
mammal  populations  on  the  proposed  site.  Such  impact  would  be  expected  to 
be  minor  and  of  little  consequence.  It  is  unlikely  that  larger  wildlife 
will  be  affected,  although  there  may  be  a slight  impact  to  animal 
populations  in  the  surrounding  hills  resulting  from  the  noise  and  traffic 
flow  increases.  The  site  should  not  affect  aquatic  life. 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity  and  distribution 

The  engineered  operation  and  maintenance  plan  carefully  addresses  runoff 
diversion,  final  fill  elevations,  and  other  site  drainage  characteristics. 
Properly  maintained,  the  site  should  pose  no  threat  to  water  quality  in 
downstream  drainages.  If  the  site  were  poorly  operated  or  the  drainage 
considerations  not  carefully  followed,  some  siltation  could  result 
downstream  during  periods  of  runoff  from  the  site.  Such  runoff  is  strictly 
prohibited  by  the  solid  waste  administrative  rules  and  is  unlikely, 
however . 


3.  Geology  and  soil  quality,  stability  and  moisture 


The  landfilling  of  solid  waste  displaces  native  soils  with  decomposeable 
waste  materials.  These  landfilled  wastes  will  absorb  some  moisture, 
decompose  and  may  cause  subsidence  of  the  completed  fill  areas.  The  site 
has  been  engineered  to  minimize  such  impact  and  on-going  maintenance  of 
completed  areas  will  be  required. 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quantity  and  quality 

The  active  fill  process  and  associated  roadways  and  work  areas  will 
displace  native  vegetation  on-site.  This  will  be  a temporary  change  until 
each  phase  is  completed  and  the  site  is  final  graded  and  revegetated.  The 
impact  should  be  minor  since  the  land  is  currently  in  use  for  grazing. 

5.  Aesthetics 


The  landfilling  of  solid  waste  materials  generally  has  an  effect  on 
aesthetic  values.  Operated  properly,  this  effect  is  generally  of  minor 
consequence.  Efforts  to  minimize  litter  from  vehicles  going  to  the 
landfill  and  efforts  to  screen  the  fill  operation  from  public  view 
generally  improve  the  public's  perception  of  the  solid  waste  management 
system.  Run  improperly,  the  sanitary  landfill  can  have  a more  significant 
impact  on  aesthetic  values. 


6.  Air  quality 


According  to  the  operation  and  maintenance  plan  submitted,  burning  will  not 
be  permitted  at  the  site,  so  there  should  be  no  degredation  of  air  quality 
due  to  smoke.  Since  the  major  portion  of  Leighton  Boulevard  is  unpaved, 
the  increased  traffic  flows  will  contribute  more  to  the  fugitive  dust 
problem  associated  with  unpaved  surfaces.  The  problem  will  be  more 
noticeable  during  the  dry  summer  months,  but  should  not  be  a problem  at  all 
during  damp  weather  and  wet  seasons. 


8.  Demands  on  environmental  resources  of  land,  water,  air  and  energy 


While  a landfill  is,  by  nature,  a consumptive  operation  which  utilizes  both 
land  area  and  energy  for  operating,  the  new  site  will  replace  the  existing 
Miles  City  landfill.  Net  results  on  demands  for  these  resources  should  be 
equal  as  the  old  site  is  phased  out  and  a new  site  started. 


Potential  Impacts  on  Human  Environment 
3.  Local  and  state  tax  base  and  tax  revenue 

The  landfill  operation  will  be  supported  by  fees  assessed  through  the 
recently  created  Miles  City  Area  Refuse  Disposal  District.  In  general, 
each  property  owner  in  the  district  will  be  assessed  approximately  $24.00 
per  year  for  operation  of  the  landfill.  Commercial  businesses  will  be 
assessed  on  a variable  fee  schedule  set  up  by  the  district  board.  While 
refuse  district  fees  do  not  directly  affect  tax  base  or  tax  revenue,  they 
do  have  a minor  impact  on  the  human  environment. 
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4.  Agricultural  or  industrial  production 

The  landfill  operation  will  cause  about  10  acres  at  a time  to  be  removed 
from  active  service  as  leased  grazing  land.  As  each  ten  acres  is  utilized, 
it  will  be  revegetated  and  restored  to  productive  agricultural  uses, 
assumably  to  grazing  land.  Any  impact  on  agricultural  production  should  be 
insignificant  and  temporary. 

14.  Transportation  networks  and  traffic  flows 

Traffic  flows  on  Leighton  Boulevard  will  increase  significantly  but  be 
offset  by  decreases  in  traffic  flow  to  the  old  Miles  City  landfill  site. 

The  net  effect  will  equalize,  but  the  effect  will  be  moderate  on  each  area. 


It  is  the  preliminary  decision  of  the  department  that  there  will  be  no 
major  impact  from  the  proposed  landfill  and  no  EIS  is  necessary  at  this 
time. 


CUSTHR  county  landfill 
vicinity  map 
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